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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Boaorable Sam J. Hamilton
Distrist Attorney
100th Judicial District

Nemphis, Texas
Dear 81ir:

" We have gilven carefs
of June 26, 1945, which

question of whether
rt edn, dy an order

kle 79935 R.C.5., set
or tha special elec-
?5, 1945 and November 7,
odments. The question

elsction precincts heretofore es-
s Commissioners Court for all other
z enclosing Judge CGoodpasture's
letter\to m for yowr coansideration in connection
sbstion here submitted.”

Article 2933 of the Revised Statutes provides specifie-
ally that the commissioners' court at each August Term shall
divide their counties into convenlent election mecincts, and
after same are 80 estadblished publish them in some nevspaper for
three veeks im the county. The last sentence of sald statute
reads:

NO COMMUNICATION 1S TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPIiNION UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT



b

" Honorable Sam J. Hamilton, pa ge¢ °

"o elestion precinet shall be formed out of

tvo or more justice precincts mor out of the tovns
of tvo or more justice precincts,”

In the case of Hogg v. Campbell, 48 8.W. (24) 515,
the court spesifically held that the commissionsrs' ecourt sould
anot combine any portion of tvo or more justice precinets in one
and the same elestion voting bex. Under the adove statute, the
sommissioners' courts are reguired to have as many voting boxes
as they have Jjustice of the petse precincts, The|commissioners'
eourt can provide for &s maany voting precinets in the county as
they deem oxpodicng.

Artiocle 2938 of the Revised Statutes provides in the
last paragraph that except in general elections, local option
elections sad primary elections the officers to bde appointed dy
the commissioners’ court to hold such elestions shall bde a pre-
siding Judge and ons assistant Judge and two ¢lerks,

Article 2933 of the Revised Btatutes provides that the
election precincts as formed by the commissioners’! court shall
before the first day of each September de certified to the tax
collector of that county.

It is thus evident that the commissioners' court can-
not form nev precincts for voting purposes after same have deen
provided for ia August, and sertified to the tax eocllector,
Othervise, 1t weuld ereste untold confusion and vould not give
the tax collector an opportunity to 1list the voters by or in
voting precinets.

If the commimsioners' court in their August meetings

desire to divide their county into voting preocinots, it can do
so and estadblish one voting precinct for each justice precinet.
They cannot reduce the number belov the number of justice pre-
cincts. Yhen so fixed and certified to the tex collector, the
boundaries of the voting precincts cannot thereafter be changed,
until the following August. During said year, in all electinas,
either special or general, the voters in the respective voting
precincts as fixsad by the commissioners' court would be entitled
to vote only in their respective precincts,

Yours very truly
// i ATTORNEY GENXRAL OF TEXA3
/ ~
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